NJLA Young Adult Section Meeting Minutes

March 8, 2013
South Brunswick Public Library
Members in attendance: Erica Solomon (Piscataway PL), Kate Vasilik (Piscataway PL), Linda Tripp (Warren/SCLS), Katie Llera (Sayreville Middle School), Emily Chornomaz (Voorhees PL), Beth Cackowski (East Brunswick PL), Michelle Petrasek (Paterson Free PL), Katie Bojanek (North Plainfield/SCLS), Natalie Cheetham (Cedar Grove), Sandi Cronce (Willingboro PL), Rosy Henderson (New Brunswick), Camille, Thompson (New Brunswick), Ann-Marie Aymer (Summit PL), Karen Mitchell (Highland Park), Sue Grotyohann (Monroe Twp PL), Carolyn Aversano (Mercer County- West Windsor), Kathleen Gruver (Burlington County), Jen Servello (Talking Book & Braille Center), Katie Nellen (Park Ridge HS), Karen Klapperstuck (Monroe Twp PL), Jennifer Post (Lawrence Library-Mercer County), Lanora Melillo (Secaucus PL), Karen DeWilde (Livingston Library), Sandy Hale (Morristown), Laura Leonard (Hillsdale PL), Saleena Davidson (South Brunswick PL), Carissa S (Collingswood), Erin DeLucia (Ocean County Library), Sharon Rawlins (NJ State Library), Lynn Mazur (Bridgewater), Terri Cross (Watchung), Samantha Marker (Mount Laurel), Sophie Brookover (LibraryLink), Tyler R (Monroe Twp PL), Christi Aldellizzi (Lacey Branch, Ocean County Library)
UPDATES FROM AROUND THE STATE
Children’s Services Section (CSS), Reported by Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Consultant, NJ State Library
CSS has been having virtual conferences, and they have been focusing on the upcoming conference.

NJ State Library, Submitted by Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Consultant, NJ State Library

1. Registration Open for “Ports in a Storm” – the Library as a Disaster Recovery Center, April 8th

Join us at this focused and info-laden summit at the Sheraton Eatonton Hotel, 8:30-4:30; $25 fee. The primary goal of this summit is to bring public librarians together with the emergency planning community, first responders, public health workers and community-based and faith-based groups charged with disaster-related responsibilities. This summit will also provide a forum for discussing roles libraries and information professionals can play in supporting future disaster preparedness, response and recovery efforts. Other interested members of the New Jersey Library Network are welcome. For all the details and registration form, please go to: http://lss.njstatelib.org/events/2013/apr/08/ports_in_a_storm_the_library_as_disaster_recovery_center 

Sponsored by the New Jersey State Library in partnership with the National Network of Libraries of Medicine - Middle Atlantic Region, LibraryLinkNJ, and New Jersey Library Association. 

2. E-book Summit – May 2

Come hear the latest from industry experts about the state of Ebooks in libraries the Sheraton Eatonton Hotel, 8:00-4:00; $40 fee. For more information, please visit: http://ldb.njstatelib.org/events/2013/may/02/save_the_date_2013_e_summit
3. New Jersey State Library to provide Evanced Solutions Summer Reader Free to all NJ Public Libraries
The New Jersey State Library is very happy to announce that it has licensed software for one more year from Evanced Solutions to provide all NJ public libraries with free access to Evanced Solutions “Summer Reader” online summer reading registration software for 2013.  

If your library has not already used this in the past, this is the perfect time to try it! The Evanced Solutions website will host this service that seamlessly melds the Summer Reader product into your library’s interface.  This includes programs, database, and space on a shared server, connection of the server to Evanced Solutions high-speed internet connection, backup of the server’s hard disk and other maintenance on the server. 
If your library would like to order this software to be installed at no cost to your library, please go to the Evanced Solutions website https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NJ_SummerReader, fill out the online form, and submit it electronically. Just be patient, any libraries that register after March 1 will not receive their site info until after March 15. It costs nothing if you set up the program yourself after receiving the passwords from Evanced. Evanced Solutions offers free, weekly, live webinars. If you want to try out the product on your own, a schedule is available at http://host.evanced.info/lib/eventcalendar.asp
If you have questions you can send them to Support at support@evancedsolutions.com. Any library that already has Evanced Summer Reader does not need to do anything. All of your passwords remain the same.  However, if you need passwords reset, you can email Support at support@evancedsolutions.com
If you want Evanced to set up the program for you, they can do so for a fee of $250 (not included in the statewide contract with the State Library) that will help you get your Summer Reader software up and running.  Here’s what the service includes:

· Creation of up to four programs on your library’s Summer Reader site

· Registration, logging, review, and prize setup

· Application of style template or installation of header graphics supplied by you

· An hour of personalized attention from an expert Summer Reading tech
All services must be completed by March 22, 2013. This is an extra service being provided by Evanced and is not covered under the license agreement with the State Library. Your library must pay for this service at your own expense. 

If your library would like Evanced to set up your program for you, contact their Support team at support@evancedsolutions.com and get powered up for this summer.

If you have any questions about Evanced Summer Reader, please contact srawlins@njstatelib.org, 609-278-2640 ext. 116.

4. National Missing Children’s Day
To commemorate May 25th annual National Missing Children’s Day, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) launched Take 25, a national campaign encouraging parents, guardians, and communities to take 25 minutes to speak with children about safety. With a focus on prevention, Take 25 provides communities with free resources to help initiate an on-going dialogue with children about safety. Throughout the entire month of May individuals and organizations are encouraged to host safety events to raise awareness of missing children’s issues. 

A Take 25 event is any opportunity which offers a dedicated time to begin a conversation about safety. Take 25 materials offer a quick and easy way for you to reach out to the community and integrate the message of safety.  Event locations may include schools, day care, parks and recreations facilities, YMCA’s, Boys and Girl Clubs, libraries or Town Hall Meetings.  Some of our most popular events include community presentations, school assemblies, child ID events and mass distribution of safety resources within community locations.  Through these events, hundreds of thousands of children and families have been provided with potentially life-saving information.  In 2013, we hope to increase participation in the campaign, but in order to do so, we need your help.

Getting involved is easy.  By doing something as simple as becoming familiar with the issues, sharing safety tips with your community, or hosting a Child ID Event, you can join our national effort to promote child safety.   
Should you have any questions, please free to contact Stephan Tisher, the National Outreach Coordinator, at 703-778-6467 or through email at stisher@ncmec.org  
To learn more about Take 25, download free resources, or register an event you can visit http://www.take25.org/.  

5. Webinars with other organizations:
· The New Normal: Libraries as Partners in 21st Century Learning
Tuesday, Mar 12, 2013
01:00 PM EDT

http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/webinar/upcoming.cfm
6. Baker & Taylor Summer-Fall 2013 CATS Publisher Presentations! 
This unique event provides details on children's and teen forthcoming books, movies, music titles and trends for Summer-Fall 2013. You will have the opportunity to directly interact with your favorite publishers in an intimate setting, as well as receive a "sneak preview" of new titles ideal for your children's and teen collections. 

There is no charge for admission, and a complimentary continental breakfast and lunch will be provided each day. Several prizes will be raffled throughout the day, we'll have special guest author speakers, and everyone will leave with a gift bag full of goodies!

It's a lot of FUN, and remember - it's FREE! 

April 30th and May 1st
DAYS INN BRIDGEWATER
1260 US Highway 22 East
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 (Just down the road from Baker & Taylor)

Please RSVP by Friday, April 12th to CATSevents@Baker-Taylor.com.
7. WrestleMania Reading Challenge
The location for this April 6 event is still being finalized. Sharon will send out an update.
Statewide Summer Reading, Reported by Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Consultant, NJ State Library

· This year the NJLA Summer Reading Committee offered three half day workshops covering children’s, teen and adult programs all in one session. The dates were March 4th (Parsippany), March 11th (Cherry Hill), and March 14th (Monmouth County).

· Upstart will be sending incentives out soon.

NJ State Library Talking Book and Braille Center: No updates.
NJLA Executive Board, Reported by Karen Klapperstuck, President of NJLA

Registration information for the annual conference will be released soon. In addition, NJLA’s annual appeal was a huge success. Karen thanked all contributors and supporters.
LibraryLink NJ
· Materials from the webinar on March 7, Persistent, Proactive, and Personal: Planning for the Teen Presence in Your Library, are now available: http://librarylinknj.org/ce/past-classes.
· There will be two upcoming webinars relevant to youth services:
· April 30 – Serving the Spectrum: Making Your Library an Autism-Friendly Space, with Kiera Parrott
· May 22 – Adventures in Learning: Fun Educational Programs from Preschool to Elementary, with Tamara Richman
· There has been great feedback from the Technology Speed Dating Programs. There is one more scheduled for Wednesday, April 24 at the Mullica Hill Branch of the Gloucester County Library System: http://librarylinknj.org/ce/technology-speed-dating

Member Updates: http://njla.pbworks.com/Member-updates
Please send any Member Updates to esolomon@piscatawaylibrary.org.
UPCOMING EVENTS
NJLA Micro-Conferences
· March 20 @ Mullica Hill Branch of Gloucester County PL 
· April 18 @ Jackson Branch of Ocean County PL

Upcoming Webinars
· April 18, “Easy-to-Implement Teen Programs” facilitated by Mike Buono, www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar
ONGOING BUSINESS
NJLA Conference: Revel Casino June 3,4,5 
· Jonathan Maberry is confirmed!
· Thank you to all our moderator volunteers!

We are sponsoring/co-sponsoring a total of 12 programs:

1. Giving College Bound Students a Head Start: Things You Need to Know About a College/University Library (co-sponsor College and University Section)
2. Best of the Best Fiction for Young Adults 

3. Teens at the End of Time Tuesday (approval is contingent on author's fee; we are still waiting to hear back on this)

4. Make a Maker Faire @ Your Library 

5. Growing Up with Graphic Novels (co-sponsor for CSS) 

6. Serving the Visible and Invisible Community: Services That Empower At-Risk Youth 

7. School Libraries & Public Libraries: You Can Be BFFs (co-sponsor for CSS) 

8. The Possibilities of a Cape and Mask: How to Incorporate Superheroes into Public Library Programming (co-sponsor for CSS) 
9. Censorship Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow (co-sponsor for IF) 

10. Garden State Book Awards Luncheon 

11. Teen Author Panel 

12. Getting to the Core of Nonfiction: Common Core Strategies for Public and School Libraries (co-sponsor for CSS) 

No preconference
Snack Sign-Up
Sue G. – crackers or chips
Sandi C – V8

Sharon Rawlins – fruit 
GARDEN STATE TEEN BOOK AWARDS

Fiction, Grades 9-12 Deliberations
The following books were selected as our top 20 and 2 alternates. Names of volunteers to write annotations are in parentheses. Please keep annotations short and write them as if you are encouraging a teen to read the book. Send annotations to Beth, bcackowski@ebpl.org, before our next meeting on March 8.
1. I Am J, Beam (Ann-Marie)
2. Chime, Billingsley (Saleena)

3. Anna Dressed in Blood, Blake (Lanora)

4. Wrapped, Bradbury (Emily)

5. Ready Player One: A Novel, Cline (Katie B)

6. Leverage, Cohen (Sandi)

7. Stupid Fast, Herbach (Laura)

8. Everybody Sees the Ants: A Novel, King (Sharon)

9. The Piper’s Son, Marchetta (Sandy)

10. A + e 4ever: A Graphic Novel, Merey (Jen S)

11. Ashfall, Mullin (Kathleen)

12. Delirium, Oliver (Emily)

13. Across the Universe, Revis (Julie)

14. Divergent, Roth (Katie B)

15. Jasper Jones: A Novel, Silvey (Beth)

16. The Scorpio Races, Stiefvater (Linda)

17. Daughter of Smoke & Bone, Taylor (Saleena)

18. Where Things Come Back, Whaley (Sophie)

19. Level Up, Yang (Tyler)

20. All These Things I’ve Done, Zevin (Karen K)
Alternates

1. Imaginary Girls, Suma (Michelle P)

2. Putting Makeup on Dead People, Violi (Carolyn)
We will vote for Nonfiction 6-12 at our April 12th meeting. Don’t forget, if you can’t attend, be sure to send in Reader Feedback Forms for all of your assigned books and indicate your top 5 picks (if you have 5!). It’s best to include some solid reasons for why you really did like or did not like a given title. If you were lukewarm about it, say that too. Without any words to back up your votes for or against, the group isn’t going to give your vote much weight. The form can be found on our wiki: http://njla.pbworks.com/w/page/12189805/Garden%20State%20Teen%20Book%20Awards. 

Remember, if you offer to read and don’t send in your reviews or attend in person for two years, you will be blacklisted from the GSTBA voting. 
Next Meeting: April 12, 2013 at the South Brunswick Library, Coffee and snacks at 9:00, meeting at 9:30; GSTBA ballot deliberations for Nonfiction 6-12 after business meeting
Respectfully submitted by Erica Solomon, Young Adult Services Section Secretary

