NJLA Young Adult Services Section

Friday, March 25, 2011 at 9:30 AM
Members present: Emily Chornomaz, Erica Solomon, Sandy Hall, Michelle Petrasek, Karen Klapperstuck, Rose Schulman, Christina Roest, Sue Grotyohann, Kate Vasilik, Pat Vasilik, Enola Romano, Rebecca Klein, Karen deWilde, Sandi Cronce, Jen Servello, Carolyn Averson, Saleena Davidson, Samantha Marker, Jennifer Post, Colleen Affrime, Ann-Marie Aymer, Kathleen Gruver, Katie Nellen, Lynn Mazur, Danielle Larca, Liz Burns, Kate Russo, Julie Tozer, Jessica Trujillo

Updates from Around the State

Children’s Services Section
Pat Vasilik reported that Priscilla Cordero sent an email out letting members know that they’re working on a survey.  They want to determine what the membership wants from the section.

NJ State Library 

Submitted by Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Consultant, NJ State Library via email:
New Jersey State Library to Hold Best Practices in Early Literacy Contest –

Deadline March 25th (or by 5 PM on Monday, March 27th)

We want to recognize four public libraries from across New Jersey with innovative and successful programs currently in place for children from birth to six years, their families and caregivers. The winning public libraries will each receive a $500 award from the New Jersey State Library. Each of the winners will be asked to present their winning programs in a panel presentation called “Early Literacy @ Your Library” for the NJ Head Start Association Professional Development Conference at the Atlantic City Hilton Hotel from May 10 – 13, 2011 (exact date to be determined). The State Library will also publish a booklet highlighting the 2009 and 2011 early literacy award winning programs and distribute it at the Head Start and NJLA conferences. The winners should plan to present their program at the Head Start conference.

We are looking for applications from public libraries that saw a need for an early literacy program in their libraries and created the early literacy program to fulfill this need. Eligible libraries will include those that offer creative and innovative early literacy programs in libraries for children from birth to age 6. The programs must be able to be replicated in similar communities and have to have been proven effective in reaching the targeted audience. 

The application must include a short description of the rationale for creating the program; how the creation of the program solved this need and include quotes from library staff in support of the program. The application should also include how many sessions the library held; how many children, families or caregivers participated; and how the program was publicized. Please submit copies of any flyers or brochures for the program, press releases, newspaper articles or photos.

Pennsylvania Public Library Association has done an Early Learning Forum and Best Practices Award for a number of years and examples of their award winning programs may be found at

http://www.palibraries.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=49 
Four winners will be chosen by April 4, 2011 and the winning public libraries will be notified that week.  We look forward to sharing your award-winning innovative programming at the Head Start Conference, NJLA Conference and other appropriate venues.

The deadline for the Best Practices Award entries is March 25, 2011. Send your submissions by e-mail to Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Consultant, NJ State Library at srawlins@njstatelib.org 
Early Literacy Symposium Cancelled

Due to the fact that one of the State Library’s primary partners for our event has rescheduled their annual conference to the same day and the same city as our symposium, the Early Literacy Symposium has been cancelled. If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Consultant, NJ State Library, srawlins@njstatelib.org

Homework HelpNJ – funding ends June 30, 2011

After 3 ½ years of funding Homework Help NJ for all public libraries in Burlington, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Gloucester and Salem counties, and the public libraries in the communities of Elizabeth, New Brunswick, Camden and Gloucester City ( both Camden County), the PSEG Foundation has decided not to renew the grant after March 31, 2011. The State Library will continue to fund Homework Help NJ and the Adult Career Center provided through Tutor.com through June 30, 2011 for those libraries that currently receive access to these services through this grant.

New Jersey State Library to Provide Evanced Solutions Summer Reader to all NJ

Public Libraries for Second Year

The New Jersey State Library is happy to announce that it has licensed software from Evanced Solutions (http://www.evancedsolutions.com) for the second year as part of a three-year contract to provide all NJ public libraries with free access to Evanced Solutions “Summer Reader” online summer reading registration software. The State Library urges all NJ libraries to try this online program, provided by the NJ State Library at no cost to you and your library customers. This software can do the registration for the 2011 summer reading program and track customers’ reading progress via an online reading log. Reporting your summer reading statistics will now be easy! Plus, if you choose, library staff can manage prizes and incentives, and your library customers can submit book reviews to library staff to post on the library’s website or the library catalog. This web-based utility provides an efficient and effective way to manage the summer reading program. Library staff can easily collect statistics and produce reports with only a few clicks. No more counting titles from reading folders and tallying statistics by hand!

The Evanced Solutions website will host this service that seamlessly melds the Summer Reader product into your library’s interface. This includes programs, database, and space on a shared server, connection of the server to Evanced Solutions high-speed internet connection, backup of the server’s hard disk and other maintenance on the server.

If your library would like to order this software to be installed at no cost to your library due to the State Library’s statewide license, please go to the Evanced Solutions website (http://www.evancedsolutions.com/njsrform.asp) and fill out and submit the form. This must be done before you can set up your individualized summer reading program at your library. If your library has previously set up a Summer Reading site already, the site still works and you do not need to do anything. If you do not remember your link, passwords, etc. e-mail Evanced Support at Support@evancedsolutions.com

Evanced Solutions will also be offering two Webinar training sessions just for NJ library staff throughout the state. The basic one is 201 - Summer Reader Day-to-Day Staff Management and will be held on April 4, at 10 am. To register go to https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/342434731 
The more advanced program for staff who will be administering the program is 301 – Summer Reader Software Set Up and Administration will be held on April 7 at 2 pm. To register go to https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/300605011 
Evanced Solutions also offers free, weekly, live webinars for anyone from around the country with the newest updates on Evanced Summer Reader. If you want to try out the product on your own, or see what some of the updates are, a schedule is available at http://host.evanced.info/lib/eventcalendar.asp

If you have any questions about Evanced Summer Reader, please contact Sharon Rawlins, Youth Services Consultant, New Jersey State Library at srawlins@njstatelib.org  or 609-278-2640 ext. 116.

Reorganization News from the State Library – reported via email  by State Librarian Norma Blake
1. Victoria Rosch, in Administration, will head our statistics, surveys, per capita aid and JerseyCAT ILL, and work with Michele Stricker on library law.

2. Peggy Cadigan will head the Library Development Bureau, which includes adult and youth services, diversity, LibraryLinkNJ, E-rate and technology topics, continuing education, planning and communication with the field. Michele Stricker is still the Deputy Head of LDB.

3. Kathi Peiffer will work in Administration on state and federal legislation, government/media relations, LSTA and other grants and grant-writing, contracts, librarian certification, report writing and correspondence.

NJ State Library Talking Book and Braille Center
Liz Burns reported that she and Jen Servello are presenting at NJLA on accessible story hours.  One topic covered will be working with an ASL interpreter. 

NJLA Executive Board

Pat Vasilik reported that the March 15 meeting covered 3 big topics.

· The Public Action Committee created statements for NJLA to endorse.  One was regarding Harper Collins’s new e-book policy.  It was approved and will be available for press.
· The Public Action Committee created a statement regarding privatization and outsourcing.  It was deemed to specific to LSSI so it was sent back for correction.
· The Committee is also working on a statement regarding library volunteers.  
Library Link NJ

Sophie Brookover reported via email:
Upcoming Webinars:

Still Confused? A Conversation About Fair Use & Remix Culture w/Renee Hobbs & Joyce Valenza 

4/6, 2:30-4:00 PM

This is a follow-up to our Beyond Copyright 101 webinar last month. Beyond Copyright 101 filled up fast, so grab a seat today -- this webinar will go more in-depth with regard to the often tricky subject of Fair Use, and will also cover CopyLeft licensing schemes such as The Creative Commons. Get The Word Out! Using Facebook & Twitter for Outreach & Community Building -- 4/12, 10-11:30 AM -- this webinar is full, but we are taking names for the waiting list -- spots often open up in the days right before the webinar is held, so if you're interested, call the LLNJ office at 732.752.7720.

Researching Grant Opportunities & Library Funders

4/13 2-3:30 PM

This is a more advanced webinar than our two recent Grant Writing 101 events, so if you've already written a grant or two, stop by for some great tips & ideas for how to bring your fundraising to the next level.

Digital Tools for Learning & Sharing w/Barbara DeSantis. 

SAVE THE DATE: May 10, 7:00-8:30 PM (you heard that right, we're holding a webinar at night!)
Barbara is the in-class technology support specialist in the Sayreville school district, and we are so thrilled to be bringing her to the NJ Library community. Those of you who attended her workshop at NJASL in December know what we're talking about -- expect to learn about some wonderful tools for digital storytelling and information-FINDING, including Storybird, TripWow, Glogster, and Google's Wonderwheel. We'll be announcing this webinar soon, so save the date now!

We're always looking for ideas & presenters, so if you have any ideas or suggestions, please do e-mail Sophie at sbrookover@infolink.org. Our new website is going to debut soon -- look forward to big announcements regarding the site and training opportunities online for signing up for a username so you can participate in the discussion forums, which are going to replace the listservs. The site is built using the Open Source software Drupal, and should provide a great, user-friendly interactive experience for all of our members. 
Member Updates
Saleena Davidson announced her upcoming Celebration of Arts and Diversity at South Brunswick Public Library Saturday, April 2 from 1-4:30pm.

Kate Vasilik congratulated the Section’s two expecting mothers: Colleen Affrime and Betsey Ware.  

Kate Vasilik reminded members that the Section is accepting nominations for the Executive Board.  There is only one Executive Board meeting on top of the regularly scheduled Section meetings.  Send your name, the position you’re nominating yourself for, and a short bio to anyone on this year’s YA Section Board.  For more information: http://njla.pbworks.com/w/page/21157860/About-the-YA-Section-Executive-Board.
Upcoming Events
Email ideas for articles in the NJLA Newsletter Summer Issue to Kathy Dempsey at newsletter_editor@njla.org by March 30.

The 2011 NJLA Conference is Mary 2-4. 

Snapshot Day is April 18 or your choice of any day in April.  There is a webinar for Snapshot Day on March 30.

The PR Committee wants to remind librarians to submit National Library Week programs via form on http://ilovenjlibraries.org/content/library-submissions 

New Business

Saleena Davidson expressed interest in creating Teen Advisory Councils.  Most libraries have Teen Advisory Groups/Boards/Committees and it would be really useful to spread ideas and encourage participation if the boards had a day to meet together.  Saleena suggested that a spot accessible by public transit would be most useful.

Liz Burns suggested that Saleena get in touch with Ocean County Library’s Judy Macalusco as she has done meetings between the branches’ groups.

Karen deWilde mentioned that Skyping might be more feasible.  She said that between permission slips and library board approval, it could potentially be very difficult to have a physical conference.

Emily Chornomaz suggested a merge of the two models.  Have regional meetings and then use skype or another service to have a larger, virtual conference.  Laura Leonard agreed that regional meetings would be more feasible.

In the effort to form a subcommittee to brainstorm a physical or virtual conference for teens, Saleena Davdison asked anyone interested in Teen Advisory Councils to contact her at saleenadavidson@yahoo.com. 
Ongoing Business

Kate Vasilik reported that she will send out an email soon to all interested members in the GSTBA promotion committee.
Sue Grotyohann reminded the Section about ALA’s Teen Video Conference.  Information can be found at www.ilovelibraries.org. 

The meeting was followed by GSTBA Non-fiction nomination deliberation.

Our next meeting will be meeting and holding a Pot Luck on Friday, May 20 at the South Brunswick Library.  Meeting starts at 10:00 am; coffee at 9:30 am.
Please email Emily at chornomaz@gmail.com to sign up to bring something!
So far:
Ambrosia – Sandi Cronce

Pasta Salad – Ann-Marie Aymer

Deviled Eggs – Kathleen Gruver

Vegetarian Chili – Emily Chornomaz
